
 

 

 

 

Summer holiday homework, 2019-20 

       

                                                   SUBJECT: ENGLISH  

 

     

CLASS: VI 

 
Read the book “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” and write the character sketch of the following: 

 Jim 

 Huck  

 Pap Finn 

 

CLASS: VII 

 
Read the book “How I Taught My Grandmother to Read and other stories” by Sudha Murthy and 

write the character sketch of the following: 

 Akshata from the story „Amma, What is your duty?‟ 

 Hassan from the story „Hassan‟s Attendance Problem.‟ 

 Gowramma from the story „Gowramma‟s Letter.‟ 

 

 

CLASS: VIII 

 
Read the book Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (pg no 1 to 22) by Robert Louis Stevenson and 

write the character sketch of the following in about 100-120 words (to be written in the literature notebook)  

 

Mr. Gabriel John Utterson 

Dr. Henry (Harry) Jekyll 

 Edward Hyde 

 
CLASS: IX 

 
You are the owner of a travel agency, „The Global Travels‟. Design a poster to attract tourists to a hill 

station. (Use A4 size paper.) 

 

CLASS: X 

 
The story “The Black Aeroplane” ends with a mystery. Give an appropriate ending to the story in your own 

words in 80 to 100 words. 

 

Class: XI 
 

1. Read from paragraph1 to 6  of the lesson “The Ailing Planet: Green Movement‟s Role”(Hornbill) 

carefully and prepare a note using recognisable abbreviations and symbols. 

Write a summary on the basis of the notes you have prepared. 

 

2. You are a city dweller. You come across numerous problems in your day- to- day life. Reckless driving 

and traffic congestions are some of the problems that bring the city to a standstill very often. Write a letter 

to the editor of a news daily highlighting the issue in about 160 – 180 words. Also give some remedial  

measures to curtail the problem. 

 

CLASS XII 
 

1 .Read the passage given below carefully and answer the questions that follow: (8 marks) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Louis_Stevenson


 

 

 

 

1. The tests of life are its plus factors. Overcoming illness and suffering is a plus factor 

for it moulds character. Steel is iron plus fire, soil is rock plus heat. So let‟s include the 

plus factor in our lives. 

 

2. Sometimes the plus factor is more readily seen by the simple-hearted. Myers tells the 

story of a mother who brought into her home - as a companion to her own son - a 

little boy who happened to have a hunchback. She had warned her son to be careful 

not to refer to his disability, and to go right on playing with him as if he were like 

any other boy. 

 

3. The boys were playing and after a few minutes she overheard her son say to his 

companion: “Do you know what you have got on your back?” The little boy was 

embarrassed, but before he could reply, his playmate continued: “It is the box in 

which your wings are and someday God is going to cut it open and then you will fly 

away and be an angel”. 

 

4. Often it takes a third eye or a change in focus, to see the plus factor. Walking along the 

corridors of a hospital recently where patients were struggling with fear of pain and 

tests, I was perturbed. What gave me fresh perspective were the sayings put up 

everywhere, intended to uplift. One saying made me conscious of the beauty of the 

universe in the midst of pain, suffering and struggle. The other saying assured me 

that God was with me when I was in deep water and that no troubles would 

overwhelm me. 

 

5. The import of those sayings also made me aware of the nether springs that flow into 

people‟s lives when they touch rock bottom or lonely or even deserted. The nether 

springs make recovery possible, and they bring peace and patience in the midst of 

pain and distress. 

6. The forces of death and destruction are not so much physical as they are psychic and 

psychological. When malice, hate and hard-heartedness prevail, they get channeled 

as forces of destruction. Where openness, peace and good-heartedness prevail, the 

forces of life gush forth to regenerate hope and joy. The life force is triumphant when 

love overcomes fear. Both fear and love are deep mysteries, but the effect of love is 

to build whereas fear tends to destroy. Love is often the plus factor that helps build 

character. It helps us to accept and to overcome suffering. It creates lasting bonds 

and its reach is infinite. 

 

7. It is true that there is no shortage of destructive elements - forces and people who 

seek to destroy others and in the process, destroy themselves - but at the same time 

there are signs of love and life everywhere that are constantly enabling us to 

overcome setbacks. So let‟s not look only at gloom and doom - let‟s seek out 

positivity and happiness. For it is when you seek that you will find what is waiting to 

be discovered. 

 

1.1. On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it using headings 

and sub- headings. Use recognizable abbreviations, wherever necessary. Give the 

passage a suitable title.                                                                                                                                                           (4 marks) 

 

1.2. Write a summary of the notes prepared in not more than 80 words             (4 marks) 

 

2 Write a letter to the Editor of a national daily inviting the attention of the authorities 

towards the increasing Environmental pollution in your city.                    (6 marks) 



 

 

 

 

 

3 You are Vishal / Veena, a student of class XII of 10, Green Park, New Delhi is 

interested in learning languages. You come across an advertisement in The Times 

of India issued by The Institute of Foreign languages, New Delhi about the 

certificate course in Japanese offered by them. You decide to write a letter to the 

Director of the Institute seeking more information about the course duration, 

working hours, fee structure, etc. Write the letter.                                      (6 marks) 

 

4 As Mr. R. Singh, Head of the Department of Chemistry, Delhi Public School, Guwahati, you 

had placed an order with Messrs. Scientific Equipments, Panbazar, Guwahati for test 

tubes and jars for the lab. When the parcel was received you observed that markings 

on the test tubes were not clear and some of the jars were damaged. Write a letter of 

complaint seeking immediate replacement.                                                  (6 marks) 

 

5 You are the In charge of outdoor activities, Model School Gandhi Road, Kochi. 

Write a letter to Messrs. R.K.Sports Co, Chennai, placing an order for sports goods 

and garments  with details.                                                                        (6 marks) 

 

6 Children between 13 and 19 years of age are neither too young nor too mature. Today 

these children feel that the pressures of the competitive world they live in have 

made their lives less exciting and    more stressful.  Write an article highlighting 

the plight of these children.                                                                     (10 marks) 

 

7 As a concerned citizen, you are worried about the harmful effects of the insanitary 

conditions in your town. Write a short speech on the necessity of sanitation, to be 

given at the morning assembly in your school.                                     (10 marks) 

 

 

 


